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2018 New York Peace Film Festival Announces Resignation of Jonathan Fluck 
 

New York, NY: NYPFF Co-founder and Executive Director Jonathan Fluck has stepped aside after 10 years. For that entire 

time he shared the helm with Yumi Tanaka. "Ten years is a very good run, and it feels right for me to leave at this time," he 

stated. From a conversation initiated by a mutual friend, the two embarked on creating the Festival and have successfully 

featured films promoting peace since 2007.  

 

Although they had different areas of responsibility, they were both fully engaged in seeking out and choosing the films to 

feature each year for the Festival. "That's the fun part!" laughs Jonathan. “Because Yumi is a Japanese national, one of the 

Festival's foci has always been the nuclear issue--the dropping of The Bomb, nuclear proliferation, and nuclear energy--and 

its hazards.” 

 

One of Jonathan's favorite films, featured in the 2013 Festival, was the documentary of the life of the manga (comic book) 

artist, Keiji Nakazawa, completed shortly before his death. He was a child in Hiroshima at the time of the bombing.  

Coincidentally, his father, a critic of the Japanese government who spent time in prison because of his views, was a victim 

of the A-bomb. After establishing himself as a manga artist, Nakazawa found his calling in creating comic books that dealt 

with the serious subject of the bomb and its aftermath in Hiroshima, which culminated in the animated feature Barefoot 

Gen, a thinly disguised version of his own story. Both the biography and the animated feature were screened during the 

2013 festival. 

 

Another film that Jonathan finds particular pride in featuring is the dramatic short The Palace by Anthony Maras, set during 

the short 1974 war between Greece and Turkey on Cyprus. In it a young soldier has to make life-and-death decisions about 

civilians. It, too, was shown in the 2013 festival. 

 

Ms. Tanaka is in the process of bringing on another co-producer to share the work.  

 

The 2018 Festival will take place Saturday and Sunday, March 24 & 25 with the opening party held Friday evening March 

23. Since 2010 the Festival has been hosted by the Peace & Social Action Committee of All Saints Church on Lexington 

Avenue between 79th & 80th Streets in Manhattan.  

 

For more information please email at contact@nypeacefilmfest.com 
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